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Outgoing Board of Visitors chair Peter Kahn 
’76 was honored with the Dean’s Alumni 
Achievement Award for his extraordinary service, 
commitment, and dedication to the Law School. 
A partner at Williams & Connolly in Washington, 
D.C., with a diverse international civil and crimi-
nal litigation practice, Kahn has served Duke 
Law School in many capacities, having joined the 
Board of Visitors in 1996. His six-year chairman-
ship of the board was marked by his commitment 
to developing Duke Law’s international pres-
ence and to building board membership in the 
Law School’s Heritage Society, which recognizes 
alumni who have included the Law School in their 
estate plans. He also served as a member of the 
Dean Search Committee, which was charged with 
finding Dean Katharine T. Bartlett’s successor.

Professor Paul D. Carrington, who 
served as dean of the Law School from 1978 
to 1988, was honored with the A. Kenneth Pye 
Award, which recognizes a member of the Law 
School community whose work in education 
reflects the life and ideals exemplified by Dean 
Pye — personal integrity, vigorous intellect, and 
compassion and concern for students. As dean, 
Carrington created Duke’s international program, 
bringing in its first LLM students, strengthened 
the Law School’s interdisciplinary model of legal 
education, and established the Alumni Affairs 
Office, among many other achievements. His 
scholarly and teaching interests include appeals, 
civil procedure, international civil litigation, and 
lawyers in American history. From 1985 to 1992, 
he served as reporter to the committee of the 
Judicial Conference of the United States, which 
advised the Supreme Court on changes in the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. He is also active 
in judicial law reform efforts, particularly with 
regard to the jurisdiction of appellate courts, the 
rules of civil litigation, and the selection and ten-
ure of judges in state courts.

Durwood J. Zaelke ’72 received the 
Law Alumni Association’s (LAA) Charles S. Murphy 
Award, which honors graduates whose career has 
been devoted to public service or education. A 
pioneer and leader in national and international 
environmental law and policy, Zaelke is currently 
the president and founder of the Institute for 
Governance and Sustainable Development, and 
also serves as the director of the International 
Network for Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement (INECE) Secretariat. Also a partner 
at Zelle Hofmann Voelbel Mason & Gette, in 
Washington, D.C, Zaelke is the founder and direc-
tor of the Research Program on International and 
Comparative Environmental Law at American 
University’s Washington College of Law, and co-
founder and director of the Program on Governance 
for Sustainable Business Practices at the Bren 
School for Environmental Science & Management, 
University of California, Santa Barbara. Zaelke has 
served on the White House Trade and Environment 
Policy Advisory Committee under Presidents Clinton 
and Bush. (For more, see page 17.)

Charles O. Verrill Jr. ’62 was honored 
with the LAA’s Charles S. Rhyne Award, presented 
to an alumnus whose career as a practicing 
attorney exemplifies the highest standards of pro-
fessional ability and personal integrity, and who 
has made significant contributions in education, 
professional affairs, public service, or community 
activities. Currently a partner at Wiley, Rein & 
Fielding in Washington, D.C., Verrill represents 
clients on all aspects of international trade law 
and policy. A life member of the Board of Visitors, 
Verrill serves as president of the board of trustees 
of the International Law Institute, chair of the 
District of Columbia Cable Television Advisory 
Committee, and as a member of the Campaign 
Cabinet of the Penobscot River Restoration Trust. 
He is an adjunct professor of international trade 
law and regulations at Georgetown University Law 
Center and a senior lecturing fellow at Duke Law.

Jay Bilas ’92 was presented with the LAA’s 
Young Alumnus Award, given annually to a gradu-
ate who has made significant contributions of 
leadership and service to Duke Law School. Of 
counsel at the Charlotte office of Moore and Van 
Allen and a sports analyst at ESPN, Bilas has 
served on the Law Alumni Association Board 
of Directors and participates frequently in Law 
School panels, symposia, and classes. As an 
undergraduate at Duke, Bilas competed as a 
scholarship basketball player and member of the 
United States National Team, served on the NCAA 
Long-Range Planning Committee, and received 
the Duke University Senior Leadership Award. 
While earning his law degree, he served as an 
assistant basketball coach for the Blue Devils. 
Among his many charitable activities, Bilas 
serves on the Duke Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Brain Tumor Advisory Board and as chairman of 
the Duke Annual Fund. 

Sibylle Gierschmann LLM ’99 
received the International Alumni Award, which is 
presented to an international graduate who has 
exemplified the highest standards of professional 
excellence, personal integrity, and concern for 
the common good in his or her own career and 
country. A partner with Taylor Wessing in Munich, 
Germany, Giershmann’s practice focuses primar-
ily on the media and IT sectors, with special 
emphasis on data protection. Since receiving her 
LLM, she has been instrumental in establishing 
a “beachhead” for Duke University and the Law 
School in Western Europe, serving as co-president 
of the Duke Club of Germany and the German 
Alumni Association of Duke. She is a key organizer 
of the international reunion to be held in Germany 
in June. Giershmann has also played a leading 
role in establishing a verein, or foundation, which 
will facilitate international fundraising efforts for 
Duke University.
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